Week Seven: Revolutions
Big Ideas:
This week, you’ll look at the causes and outbreak of the First World War. As you’ve seen in the previous weeks, Europe
experienced massive changes during the 19th century. These included major technological changes and new
philosophies and ideas, as well as a great deal of upheaval in the social order. Nationalism led to unity and new nations for
some groups, but unrest and war for others. It also led to an intense competition between the nations of Europe. A
system of alliances and secret treaties dominated diplomacy of the late 19th century, and that, coupled with the
availability of new technologies, sparked an arms race between nations. On the eve of the war, the situation was
extremely tense, but it had been tense for a long time. And the royal families of Europe were all cordial and
interconnected through marriage, giving some people a false sense of security, though others were anxious for a war to
settle these growing rivalries. While there had been sporadic regional wars both in Europe and abroad involving
European nations, there had not been a major war since Napoleon's time, a full century before. That meant that many
believed this war, started over a diplomatic crisis, would be quick and easy.
For literature, you’ll tackle the German novel All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque. Remarque’s novel is
a bleak look at the everyday horrors of war. The villain in the novel is not the British or French soldiers that the
protagonist, Paul, fights. Instead, the war itself and the indignities that the soldiers face are the real villains. Studying the
lead-up to the war means looking at big forces like nationalism. However, in the novel, these fade away. The characters
don’t fight for the glory of Germany, but because they have no other choice. If you’d like another perspective on the
everyday feeling of futility in the war, we suggest the film 1917 as an optional film to view. There is no written
assignment for the book this week, but next week, we’ll ask you to choose quotes that speak to the nature of war, so you
should read with a highlighter out to choose potential quotes as you go. Focus on your paper instead, and be ready to
reflect on it next week.
Finally, you’ll work more on your literary analysis essay this week. You should have chosen your topic and begun your
research. You should finish your research and work on an outline of your paper. This might mean actually going to a
library if you’re able to and haven’t already.

DAY ONE

DAY THREE

Watch “The Roads to World War I” by Crash Course
European History #32

Work on your literary analysis paper

Watch “The royal weddings that shaped European
history” by Vox via YouTube
Do the mapwork assignment
Work on your literary analysis paper

DAY TWO

DAY FOUR

Read All Quiet on the Western Front, chapters 1-3

Read All Quiet on the Western Front, chapters 4-6

Do the Analyze an Image assignment

Do the history questions

Work on your literary analysis paper

Watch 1917 (2019, optional)

Terms to Know
Three Emperors’ League
Entente Cordiale
Triple Entente
Triple Alliance
Central Powers

Allied Powers
Archduke Franz Ferdinand
Black Hand
Dreadnaught
Schlieffen Plan

Plan XVII

Literary Analysis Paper
This week, you should be well into researching your literary analysis paper. Look back at the suggestions
for last week about how to research if you haven’t gotten started. You may need to ask your librarian for
help to find out what online databases your library subscribes to.
Remember that you must cite all the ideas you incorporate into your paper. It includes citing quotes.
However, it also includes citing ideas. Plagiarism includes writing about others’ ideas and arguments as if
they were your own. Your paper should include quotations from the text or texts you chose to analyze as
well as at least two other works. These could be other literary analysis articles that you draw from to make
your own argument. However, they could also be sources about historical or biographical context for the
work you chose.
There are many different styles of citations. We suggest using MLA in text citations for this assignment.
MLA style has you put the page number of the work you’re citing in parentheses after the citation, whether
it’s a direct quotation or not. For this work, because you’ll be citing multiple works, you will put the author
followed by the page number. Your paper will end with a works cited page that uses MLA-style bibliography
citations to list all the works you consulted, including the specific source for the work you analyze.
Watch “MLA Style: In-Text Citations (8th Ed., 2016)” by OWL Purdue via YouTube
Watch “MLA Style: List of Works Cited (8th Ed., 2016)” by OWL Purdue via YouTube
We highly recommend the Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue University. They have several pages and
videos about using citations in MLA style, as well as on writing academic papers. They also have links to
citation generators. However, you can use the online writing resources from any college or university or
from the MLA Style Center in order to look up how to format your paper.
The other part of your work this week should be laying out an outline of your essay. Your essay should be
1,800-3,000 words. It should use the traditional thesis format. However, for short thesis-based papers, you
typically use around three body paragraphs. This paper is slightly longer. You are more likely to use four or
more. We strongly suggest using what we call a “messy outline” to get started. You absolutely need to get
your outline done this week, so that you have time to write and revise next week. Refer back to the writing
guide that came with GPS if you need more guidance about formatting a thesis paper or using outlines.

Mapwork: World War I
The map below shows 1914 boundaries. Follow the directions to fill in the map. As you go through the
directions, you’ll see how the map evolved when the war began.
1. Choose a color for the Triple Alliance. Label all the countries and color them in.
2. Choose a color for the Triple Entente. Label all the countries and color them in.
3. Choose a color for Russia’s allies. Label the countries and color them in.
4. Label the city of Sarajevo, where Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated.
5. Use arrows to draw and label Germany’s Schlieffen Plan.
6. Use arrows to draw and label France’s Plan XVII. These were the major offensive plans held by each
nation in the lead up to the war.
7. Label the Ottoman Empire. Color it the same color as the Triple Alliance but add stripes. The Ottoman
Empire joined with what became known as the Central Powers for the war.
8. Take the color you used for the Triple Entente and use it to add stripes to Italy. Italy joined the Allied
Powers for the war.
9. Take the color you used for the Triple Entente and use it to add stripes to the countries that joined with
Allied Powers for the war, including Russia’s allies.
10. Label the major nations that remained neutral for the war.

Analyze an Image: The First Battle
The map below shows French troops in the lead-up to one of the first battles of the war, the Battle of the
Frontiers, which took place in Belgium in the summer of 1914. What do you notice about the troops, the
setting, the uniforms, the equipment, and any other elements? Remember that when you analyze an
image, you should set a timer and do a freewrite for about 20 minutes. What can you say about this image
and what you know about the start of the war? Does this match what you’re learning about the war from
reading All Quiet on the Western Front? What other thoughts or connections do you see?

History Questions
These questions cover the causes and outbreak of World War I. Refer to the videos and your textbook or
history reference.
1. Explain why nationalism was a cause of World War I.

2. Explain why the alliance system was a cause of World War I. What were the two main alliances as they
stood on the eve of the war?

3. Explain why the military buildup was a cause of World War I.

4.Explain why imperialism was a cause of World War I.

5. Explain why historians disagree about the causes of World War I. What were some of the forces that made
the war complex?

6. What was the spark for the war that happened in Sarajevo?

7. After the events in Sarajevo, what happened with the alliance system? Why were nations willing to go to
war?

